
(Form update 3/9/14) 

Saturday 
July 25, 2020 

Little Bear, Sunset Trail, Little Elden Loop Hike 
Approximately  150    Miles and 2 1/2 Hours from Central Phoenix “stack”,

Type:  Day Hike  Max Rating/Points:  3/1 Elev. Change:    1,641 ft     Length:   10.2  miles   

Start Time:      8:30 am  Duration:       5 to 6 hrs Max No of Part: N/A Last Scouted:  N/A 

Major Hike: 
Cross-Country: 
Exploratory: 
Individual Effort: 
Options: 
Pass/Fees Rqd.:

Required Equipment: Boots, Water, Hat, Rain Gear  

Recommended Equipment: Trekking poles, Sun screen, Rain protection, Lunch. 

Cautions and Special Preparations: Thunder storm activity possible. 

Description: :      Little Elden Trail #69 (Hike Az),   Little Elden Trail #69 (Camp Az) 

  Little Bear Trail (Coconino Nat'l Forest)   Little Bear to Sunset Loop (AllTrails) 

     This is a moderate hike with some options.  Unfortunately, due to the present social conditions, we are unable to gather at 
Randy & Sue’s afterwards for Lunch!  But we will be able to enjoy a lunch break at Shultz Tank so bring a good lunch. 
Weather is predicted to be partly cloudy with a high temperature of 83 degrees (10% chance of rain).  Flagstaff requires 
masks (up to $2,500 fine & six months in jail) so please bring them just in case.  Masks optional on the trail. 
     From the Elden Springs Rd parking area, the trail crosses the road and ties into the Little Elden Trail (part of the Arizona 
trail) a short distance on the other side (.1 miles).  We will follow Little Elden trail about 1.1 miles to the junction of the Little 
Bear Trail which is 3.5 long and ascends 900ft.  It is described by the Forest Service as follows:  
     “This trail climbs from Little Elden Trail to meet Sunset Trail in quiet nook between the Dry Lake Hills and Mount Elden.  
The trail, devastated by the 2010 Schultz Fire and extreme monsoon weather in subsequent years, was constructed and 
reconstructed three times since the fire by devoted trail volunteers including mountain bikers, hikers, equestrians and several 
other organizations. 
     The trail climbs through the skeletons left behind by the Schultz Fire and patches of surviving ponderosa pine and Gambel 
oak. It gradually winds through Douglas-fir, limber pine, and pockets of aspen trees at the top. The trail offers outstanding 
views of the San Francisco Peaks, Sunset Crater, several prominent volcanic peaks, and in the distant background the painted 
desert acts as a colorful backdrop. 
     Many wildlife species make their home in this area including mule deer, elk, porcupine and black bear for which the trail 
is distinctly named after. In addition, red-tailed hawks, raven and the occasional turkey vulture will dazzle you with their 
aerial acrobats.” 
     Three tenths of a mile past the Little Bear & Sunset Loop junction, where the scenery gets much better, is the first option.  
There is a short (.3 miles one way) side trip to the peak for the best views.  From here, we follow the Sunset Trail for about 
1.6 miles to Shultz Tank for lunch.  After lunch, we go to the Sunset Trail parking area and then back to the cars via the Little 
Elden Trail (about 3.0 miles).  A second option would be to wait at the Schultz Tank parking area after lunch and get shuttled 
back to the Little Elden Trail parking area after the rest of the group reaches the cars. 

Driving Directions: North on I-17 to I-40.  Take I-40 east (towards Albuquerque) and exit at Country Club Dr (Exit #201, the 
exit after Butler).  Turn left on Country Club Dr to Highway 89 and turn right (on 89N).  To get to the Little Elden Trailhead, 
take AZ 89N about 4.7 miles to Elden Springs Rd.  Elden Springs Rd is .6 miles past the stop light at Silver Saddle Rd.  You 
will see a sign that says Elden Springs Rd (this is FR 556), turn left here.  (If you see a sign for the Land Fill, you have gone 
too far.)  Drive about two miles on Elden Springs Rd.  You will see a parking area to the right (in the shape of a half loop) at 
the turn for Little Elden Springs Horse Camp.  Park here.  Meet at the Parking Lot at 9:00 am. 

Coordinator Alternate 

Name Randy Lungren     Sue Bramlett-Lungren 
Work Phone    . 
Home Phone 480-503-0036 (Gilbert) 480-503-0036 (Gilbert)
Cell Phone 602-290-0577
Email S.lunghome@yahoo.com


